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NHS to fund 'game-changing' personalised cancer drug

By  Laura Donnelly, HEALTH EDITOR

5 SEPTEMBER 2018 • 12:01AM

Young people with a rare form of leukaemia are set the therapy within weeks  CREDIT: REX
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THE NHS is to offer cancer patients a “revolutionary” drug that programmes the body to attack rogue cells, in a new era of ‘ultra-

personalised’ medicine.

Simon Stevens, the head of the NHS, said the treatment for leukaemia patients will be the first in a “game-changing” class of drugs to

get the green light, as the health service responds to major advances in science.

The decision makes England the first country in Europe to fund the drug, which will be funded - within weeks - for children who

would otherwise have no hope.

The treatment called CAR-T therapy - has been hailed by scientists as one of the most significant breakthoughs in cancer for decades.

It works by taking a patient’s own white blood cells, and re-engineering them to fight cancer, , before re-injecting them into the body,

where they multiply.

Some studies have found that up to nine in ten patients with little hope of survival went into remission after being given such therapy.

The deal struck between Novartis and the NHS is one of the fastest funding approvals in the history of the NHS, and comes 10 days

since the drug was licensed for use in Europe.

The treatment would cost a patient around £280,000 privately, but a deal has been struck with the manufacturers to fund it routinely

on the NHS, for children and young people suffering from a rare form of leukemia.

Announcing the deal at at NHS conference in Manchester tomorrow, Mr Stevens will say: “CAR-T therapy is a true game changer, and

NHS cancer patients are now going to be amongst the first in the world to benefit.

“Today’s approval is proof-positive that, in our 70th year, the NHS is leading from the front on innovative new treatments. This

constructive fast-track negotiation also shows how responsible and flexible life sciences companies can succeed - in partnership with

the NHS - to make revolutionary treatments available to patients.”

The drug has been licensed to treat young patients who are not responding to treatment for an aggressive type of leukaemia- called B

cell acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL) - in which the bone marrow makes too many immature white blood cells.

 

Simon Stevens, NHS England chief executive

Around 30 children a year are expected to be given the CAR-T treatment (which stands for chimeric antigen receptor therapy), using a

form of the drug called Kymriah.

Dr Alasdair Rankin, Director of Research at the blood cancer charity Bloodwise, said: “CAR-T cell therapy is the most exciting

advances in treatment for childhood leukaemia for decades. Intensive chemotherapy can now cure the vast majority of children but a

significant number still tragically die every year because they do not respond to treatment. CAR-T cell therapy offers the genuine

chance of a long-term cure for children who otherwise would have no other hope.”  

Professor Charles Swanton, Cancer Research UK’s chief clinician said: “It’s fantastic news for children and young people with this

form of leukaemia that CAR-T cell therapy will be made available on the NHS, making them the first in Europe to have routine access

to this exciting new type of immunotherapy.”

 

At a glance | Leukaemia

Leukaemia is a cancer of the white blood cells and bone marrow. Because white blood
cells are found in the lymph nodes and the spleen, leukaemia can affect them, as well as
other organs in the body.

Leukaemia is a complicated disease. There are several types and subtypes. The name of
the leukaemia you have depends on how quickly it develops and the type of white blood
cell that becomes cancerous.

In acute myeloid leukaemia (AML) white blood cells called granulocytes or monocytes
become cancerous. AML usually develops quickly, over days or weeks. It is the most
common type of leukaemia in adults. It is most often diagnosed in older people, and is
most common in people over 65 years old.

Source: Cancer Research UK

CAR-T therapy is a true game changer, and NHS cancer patients are now going to be amongst the
first in the world to benefit
“

”



5/9/2018 NHS to fund 'game-changing' personalised cancer drug

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/09/04/nhs-fund-game-changing-personalised-cancer-drug/ 3/3

Contact us

About us (https://corporate.telegraph.co.uk/)

Rewards

Archive (https://www.telegraph.co.uk/archive/)

Reader Prints (http://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/)

Branded Content

Syndication

Guidelines

Privacy

Terms and Conditions

Advertising terms (http://spark.telegraph.co.uk/toolkit/advertising/terms-and-conditions/)

Fantasy Sport (https://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk)

Voucher codes (https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes)

© Telegraph Media Group Limited 2018

Unlike conventional cancer therapies, which have to be given for years, the therapy only needs to be given once. However, preparing

each therapy is extremely complex, given the level of personalisation.

It takes a team of scientists and a 17-day process to prepare the treatment.

Specialist hospitals in London, Manchester and Newcastle will now apply to provide the treatment, which will be offered to children

within weeks.

Professor Charles Swanton, Cancer Research UK

 

 

 

It’s fantastic news for children and young people with this form of leukaemia“ ”
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